
Raises more than 
$1.1 million in 2021

Circle 1000 

I S S U E  2 0 2 1



Sue golfing with 2021 keynote speaker Jake Olson and 
service dog Quebec

PPlatinum 
Circle 
Sue and John Hagestad

The Kling Family Foundation/ 
	 Jackie Glass

Helen and Peter Maxwell

J.W. and Sandra L. Mitchell Foundation

Sandy Sewell

Ginny and Peter Ueberroth

Circle 1000 Founders’ Committee Invitation Stuffing Party — 
April 2021

Our Annual Circle 1000 Founders’ Celebration requires many hours of creative planning 
and preparation by our dedicated Committee, even in its virtual format this year. Along 
with those responsibilities came a truly joyful reunion in April when Committee  
members gathered in person for the first time in over a year for our invitation stuffing 
party. An otherwise simple task has never been such fun, reinforcing our bonds and our 
shared sense of purpose. It also gave us the opportunity to create a video, shown during 
the virtual celebration, in which Committee members expressed their gratitude and 
support for Circle 1000.

ISSUE 2021CIRCLE OF SUPPORT ISSUE 2021CIRCLE OF SUPPORTCIRCLE OF SUPPORT1 2

“In our 34-year history, Circle 1000 has cumulatively raised more than 
$22 million, contributing directly to Hoag’s stellar reputation as the 
leading provider of cancer care in Orange County.” 

ven while facing a global pandemic, Circle 1000’s steadfast 
commitment to the Hoag Family Cancer Institute never wavered. 
We raised more than $1.1 million in 2021, a remarkable 
achievement during an unprecedented time. That is why, after the 
pandemic forced us to cancel our Annual Circle 1000 Founders’ 

Celebration Brunch in 2020, we held our 2021 event virtually. As host of 
the June event, I looked into a camera rather than into your eyes, and 
it certainly wasn’t the same as being together in person. Nevertheless, 
the shared experience reinforced the connections that lift our spirits and 
drive our commitment to fighting cancer. 

On behalf of the Founders’ Committee, I thank you for your ongoing 
support for Circle 1000. Our donations support the Hoag Family Cancer 
Institute in providing the highest quality care to more than 4,000 new 
cancer patients each year. Together, we fund the critical resources, 
staffing and professional development that have helped earn Hoag a 
top 10 percent ranking in cancer care amongst hospitals nationwide. In 
our 34-year history, Circle 1000 has cumulatively raised more than $22 
million, contributing directly to Hoag’s stellar reputation as the leading 
provider of cancer care in Orange County. 

In 2021 alone, Circle 1000 raised more than $1,125,190. Your generous 
donations will be allocated within the Hoag Family Cancer Institute  
as follows: 

•	 $400,000:		 Oncology Physician Leader Recruitment
•	 $250,000:  	 Molecular Imaging & Therapy Program
•	 $200,000:	 	 Arden Flamson Oncology Nurse Navigator Program
•	 $150,000:	 	 Translational Pathology Program
•	 $95,190:	  	 High Risk and Early Detection Program
•	 $30,000:	  	 Hoag Annual Oncology Nursing Conference

I am proud and honored to be part of this group with a shared purpose, 
and I eagerly look forward to celebrating Circle 1000’s 35th Anniversary 
on April 29, 2022. That is when we plan to reconvene for our annual 
brunch—this time, in person! We will share long-awaited smiles and hugs 
as we renew our commitment to supporting the Hoag Family Cancer 
Institute’s hopeful, healing care.  

With heartfelt gratitude,

Sue Hagestad,  
Circle 1000 Chair, 2021
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Gold 
Circle 
Joan and Don Beall/ 
	 The Beall Family Foundation

Phil and Shelley Belling

Ann and Robert Lucas

Lori and Joe McKay

G DDiamond 
Circle 
D. Diane Anderson   

Anonymous

Lynette and Richard Berg

Vicki and Bill Booth

Robert and Diana Brookes

Mr. and Mrs. James O. Buckingham

Pat and Betsy Collins

Diane and Jim Connelly

Janet L. Curci

Roger and Sandy DeYoung

Phyllis and Jim Easton

Frome Family Foundation

Pamela and Don Gilmour

Lynn and Mike Joseph

The Lewis Family Foundation

Ron and Sandy Livingston

Tony and Melinda Moiso

Trish O'Donnell

Mary Rooney

Jamie and Jamie Shepherdson

Nancy and Geoffrey Stack

The Terry Family Foundation

Bill and Christine Thormahlen

Katie and George Tuerk

Carl E. Wynn Foundation

Nancy and Arn Youngman
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Beth Knapp & Karen Linden Frances Applegate & Jill Aschieris

Sheryl Anderson

Vicki Booth Ginny Ueberroth

Lacy Robertson

Mary V. Buckingham Karen Linden



Circle 1000 Founders’ Virtual Celebration 
Our plans and preparation led to a well-attended virtual Circle 1000 Founders’ 
Celebration on June 3. Several hundred of you logged into the live event, with several 
hundred more watching the online recording, which can still be viewed by scanning 
the QR code below. 

We were inspired by the story of retinal cancer survivor and keynote speaker Jake 
Olson, who was accompanied by his service dog, Quebec. Despite losing both 
eyes, Jake achieved his dream of playing football for USC and wrote an inspiring 
memoir, Open Your Eyes. We also met Kimberly Reinika, a breast cancer patient 
enrolled in a clinical trial through Hoag’s Molecular Imaging & Therapy Program, 
which is supported in part by your generosity. Kimberly, her nurse navigator, her 
genetic counselor and her doctors all expressed their gratitude to Circle 1000. 
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Scan this code with your smartphone 
camera to view the virtual event.
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Jake  Olson,  Quebec & Sue Hagestad

Emerald 
Circle 
Mrs. Kathy Johnson

Karen and Tom Linden 

Alicia and Vance Mape

Marilyn McIntyre

Jim and Ann Morris 

Julie Mumma

Pam and Jim Muzzy 

Barney and Lisa Page

Kathy and Sam Perricone

Michelle Rohé

Robert and Suzanne Searles

Sence Foundation

Jeff Sewell

Laurie Sewell-Cappello 

James and Ann Shea

Stacy and Jeff Stone

Byron and Shannon Tarnutzer Family

The Hank Weeks Family
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A crew of expert technicians managed the event livestream

Sue Hagestad & Lin Auer

Backstage

Emerald 
Circle 
Robert and Sheryl Anderson

Mrs. Dorothy Bendetti

Bluewater Grill 

Mary V. Buckingham

Kingsley and Jack Croul

Cheri and Dave Ekedal

Sandy Fainbarg

Joan and Andy Fimiano

Kevin and Trudy Finn

Marie Gray

Greenberg Traurig, LLP

Dan and Sue Guggenheim

Maralou and Jerry Harrington

Laura Khouri and Michael Hayde

Jeanetta Bertea Hennings Foundation

JoAnn C. Hertel

Teri and Alan Hoops

The Irwin Family

Karen Jaffe
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Sapphire  
Circle 
Ginger and Tony Allen

Dr. and Mrs. John Applegate

Lin Auer

Edie Barvin

The Bertea Family Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Greg Brakovich

Sally and Randy Crockett

The Garn Family

Heather Gaughan

Glenna Granzella

Ken and Stephanie Grody

Richard and Nikki Ham

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Harryman

Jan Turner Hering and J. Clark 	
	 Booth in Memory of Kay  
	 and John Turner

Pat and Jerry Jones

Devon and Gregg Kelly

Tom and Beth Knapp

Varla E.N. and Curtis A. Knauss

Tom and Marianne Larkin

Donna Miller

Karen, Kevin and Kirsten Rabe

Ron and Connie Robertson

George and Terry Schreyer

Dennis and Janet Shannon

Paula and John Stanek

Mimi and Michael Thompson
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Sapphire  
Circle 
Jill and Larry Tucker

Dr. Doris Tunney and  
	 Mr. Craig Delagardelle

Heidi Ueberroth 

Keri Ueberroth 

Polly and Joe Ueberroth 

SS

PPearl 
Circle 
Susan and Sam Anderson

Lula and Pierre Andre

Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Armstrong

Jill and John Aschieris

Bonnie Barrington

Dick and Judy Bauer

Mary Lynn Bergman-Rallis

Kim and John Bibb

Bob and Terry Callahan

Linda and Denny Campbell

Mary and Fenton Carey

Kris and Jay Carnahan

Weston Chandler, MD

Rick and Edna Cole

Mrs. Jane Croul

Lesly and John Davenport

Alison Davis

Mr. and Mrs. Earl Dexter



Pearl 
Circle 
Laurie and Jake Easton III

Jim and Tammy Evatt

Mrs. John Farrer

Mike and Katie Flamson

James and Katherine Flynn

Steve and Tracy Friedmann

The John K. Fuller Family Foundation

Steve and Barbara Gale

Adrienne Garrison

Mary and Rick Godber

The Gordon Foundation

Karina and Bob Hamilton

Mr. and Mrs. Otis Healy

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Hegness

Peter and Susan Hitch

Mimi and Tom Hogan

Regina Hunsaker

Georgina Jacobson

Rick John in Memory of  
	 Rosalind Williams John

Betsy and Ray King

Jim and Sally Knapp

Mr. and Mrs. Ron Lane

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Massey

Deb and Tim McCune

Cindy McKee

Carolyn and Gary McKitterick

Ms. Susan Mears

Kathy and Ron Merriman

Ed and Barbara Meserve

Jan Moody

Priscella J. Moore

Marianne and Jim Nahin

Kathy and Michael Pearlman

Dorothea and Peter Perrin

Sidney Petersen

Mrs. Mary R. Philpot

Gary and Nancy Pickett

Richard Dick and Dee Pritchard

Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Robertson
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Tim and Lacy Robertson

Kathy Robinson

Darlene and Ron Salisbury

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Schriber

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Steigrod

Al and Cindy Stokke

Susan and Tim Strader

Mr. and Mrs. David Team

Graham, Harrison and Gretchen Tingler

Tabitha and Stephen Unterberger

Martinus B. and Katharine 
	 M. Van der Steen

Rosemarie Wallack

The Walters Family

Molly Walters

Julie and Justin Wilson

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Winters

Lloyd R. Wise

Anne Worrell

Jade 
Circle 
Robert A. Alleborn

Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Andrews

Anonymous

Janice H. Baker

Derreck and Emily Barker

The G. Boukather Family

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Braithwaite

Victoria Brant-Zawadzki

Diane Buchanan

Joey Buckingham

Carmella Cassetta and James Loomis

Amy Claster

Cecilia Crary

Mr. and Mrs. John Duncan

Mr. and Mrs. Scot Ellingson

Dr. Martin Fee

Sherry and Warren Fix

Susan Graham in Memory of 
	 Jackie Kuhn

Andrew R. Guarni

Kathryn D. Hamilton

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Hill

Dori Holnagel

Pam Howard

Anne Kent

Rosemarie Kuhn

Mark A. Law in Memory of 
	 Chuck Robertson

Nadine Leyton

Roger and Jeanne Magowitz

Colleen Manchester

Debbie Margolis

Rod and Liz Maxson

SC McAfee Family Foundation

Dandy O'Shea and Pat McCalla

Suki McCardle

The McCray Family

Megan McKay

Alison Miller

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Neely

Cynthia S. Niblo

Kerry O'Neil

Elaine and Phil Paul

Kelly Pauls-Cummings

Therese Poitevin and Richard O'Hara

Mary and Pete Rabbitt

Penny Rauth

Teddie Ray

Sam and Francesca Rehnborg

Jim Robins

Terry and Nica Sheward

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Simpson

Ellen and Cody Small

Autumn Strier

Susan and Joe Thomas

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Threshie

Richard and Cathy Valenstein

Jim and Vicki Warmington

Jordan Carmack Webb

Carol and Kent Wilken

Mary Jo Winkelmann

J

IIn-Kind 
Donors
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One of the innovative Hoag Family Cancer Institute programs funded in part by Circle 1000 is Orange County’s first and only 
Molecular Imaging & Therapy Program. Molecular Imaging & Therapy is the most sensitive cancer detection and therapy 
program available today. We are grateful to Gary Ulaner, MD, PhD, FACNM, for initiating Hoag’s groundbreaking program when 
he was recruited in 2020 from Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center in New York. Dr. Ulaner has since been named the 
James & Pamela Muzzy Endowed Chair in Molecular Imaging and Therapy, becoming Hoag's 17th endowed chair holder. Along 
with funding from Circle 1000, the endowed chair allows Dr. Ulaner to expand Hoag’s clinical trial programs using molecular 
imaging and therapy. Dr. Ulaner has already begun some promising new trials, including a phase 2 CD38-targeted myeloma trial 
being performed only at Hoag and the University of Miami and the first estrogen receptor-targeted imaging trial in California for 
patients with breast cancer.  

“Circle 1000 supports our work in applying molecular imaging to detect cancer cells at a molecular level, often before structural 
changes would appear in traditional imaging,” Dr. Ulaner said. “This targeted imaging also helps guide us in targeted therapy 
for better outcomes. I thank the visionary donors in Circle 1000 for helping us grow programs like molecular imaging and for 
allowing us to provide state-of-the-art care to every patient we touch." 

As the James & Pamela Muzzy Endowed Chair in Molecular Imaging and Therapy, Dr. Ulaner will also train fellows. “My goal is 
for Hoag to become a leading center for training in molecular imaging and therapy,” Dr. Ulaner said, adding that the fellows will 
be sought after by leading cancer centers, enhancing Hoag’s worldwide reputation. Dr. Ulaner’s vast expertise has already had a 
significant impact on the Hoag Family Cancer Institute, and we are excited for the future. 

PPioneering Molecular Imaging & Therapy 
Program Benefits from Circle 1000

CCircle 1000 Funds Bladder Cancer 
Research and Support 

A critical drug shortage. A life-changing decision. The need for support during the fight of their lives. All of these have been 
addressed with help from Circle 1000’s funding to Hoag’s Bladder Cancer Program. 

Circle 1000 funds partially support Hoag’s clinical studies in patients 
with non-muscle invasive bladder cancer, allowing them to receive the 
proven immunotherapeutic agent BCG despite an international shortage. 
Urologic oncologist Jeffrey Bassett, MD, MPH, calls BCG “the backbone of 
treatment” for its role in preserving the bladder. “Hoag creatively addressed 
the shortage by joining a research study on dual immunotherapy, using 
BCG (the standard of care) alongside an additional immunotherapy agent 
(N-803, QUILT studies 2.005 and 3.032),” he said. 

Dr. Bassett also noted philanthropy’s role in funding Hoag’s comprehensive 
program for muscle invasive bladder cancer patients, who face the loss 
of their bladder. “The goal is survival in a way that doesn’t compromise 
quality of life,” he said. “Patients come to me with gratitude for all the 
education, care coordination and community provided by our program, 
especially from our nurse navigator, Sandy Southerland. She is a bigger 
pillar for our bladder cancer patients than any individual doctor.” 

In her role, funded by Circle 1000, Southerland runs the county’s only 
bladder cancer support group and interfaces directly with patients before 
and after treatment. “When they leave the hospital, oftentimes, I get a 
phone call, whether they’re needing motivation or the right resources to 
address their issues,” she said, adding that her clinical knowledge as a 
registered nurse and oncology certified nurse is essential too. 

“In my role supporting cancer patients, I have to know and provide 
information about precision medicine, genetics, chemotherapy, radiation, 
surgery and immunotherapy,” said Southerland. Philanthropy also 
supports Hoag's Bladder Buddies Program, which pairs patients with 
survivors who have undergone the same type of reconstruction. 

“I want them to see their Bladder Buddy because they’re living full 
lives—waterskiing, skydiving, swimming,” Southerland said. “It puts 
them at ease more than anything I can do.” One of the Bladder Buddies is known for inviting new patients to his home 
to discuss their upcoming surgeries over cinnamon rolls. This is just one of the ways philanthropy has sweetened Hoag’s 
Bladder Cancer Program.  

Jeffrey Bassett, MD, MPH

Sandy Southerland, BSN, RN, OCN

Gary Ulaner, MD, PhD, FACNM, James & Pamela Muzzy Endowed Chair in Molecular Imaging and Therapy
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AAdvancing Cancer Care, Providing Hope

Your Impact in 2020
Funds raised through Circle 1000 support innovative programming, clinical trials, groundbreaking 
technology and an exceptional clinical team. Your generosity of $844,690 in 2020 had the  
following impact:

Molecular Pathology 
Program 
$200,000

Impact:  

Reviewed and analyzed 

1,393 
genetic profiles in 2020, including 

335 
personal patient consultations; 

118 
patients referred to genetic counselors 

for additional education and 
consultation.

Bladder Cancer 
Preservation Program  

$50,000

Impact:

Expanded comprehensive bladder 
cancer services at Hoag’s Cancer 

Center in Irvine, held monthly case 
reviews with all specialist types 

(including radiology, medical oncology 
and radiation oncology) to plan 

individualized care and provided nurse 
navigator patient support services.

Arden Flamson  
Nurse Navigator 

$150,000

Impact:

Funding for specialized cancer nurse 
navigators to help patients and their 
families navigate through diagnosis, 

treatment and recovery in every  
tumor type program, including 

Brain Tumor
Breast Cancer

Gastrointestinal Cancer
Gynecologic Cancer 
Head & Neck Cancer
Hematologic Cancer

Lung Cancer
Lymphoma

Melanoma/Advanced Skin Cancer
Thyroid Cancer
Urologic Cancer

Sandy Sewell Oncology 
Nursing Scholarship 

Endowment  
$50,000

Impact:

One scholarship awarded for a 
nurse navigator to pursue a master’s 

in nursing leadership, helping to 
further Hoag’s culture of quality and 

compassionate nursing care. 

Non-Nursing  
National Education   

$30,000

Impact:

 Due to the pandemic, funds could 
not be used in 2020 and were carried 
forward to provide for non-nursing 

education in 2021.

Annual Oncology  
Nursing Conference    

$20,000

Impact:

95 
nurses attended the virtual 

conference “Embracing Excellence  
in Oncology Nursing,” including  
51 Hoag nurses and 44 non-Hoag 
nurses from four different states. 

Provided valuable continuing 
education and advanced 

certifications for oncology  
health care professionals.

Molecular Imaging and 
Therapeutics

$344,690

Impact: 

Contributed to the recruitment of 
Director of Molecular Imaging & 
Therapy Gary Ulaner, MD, PhD, 
FACNM, James & Pamela Muzzy 

Endowed Chair in Molecular 
Imaging and Therapy, who brought 

to Hoag two National Cancer 
Institute research grants and six 

clinical trials, which have already 
enrolled over 100 patients in the 

first six months. 



ISSUE 2021CIRCLE OF SUPPORTCIRCLE OF SUPPORT15 16

IIn Tribute
Legacy of Love

The following generous donors made gifts to Circle 1000 to celebrate the lives and honor the 
memories of loved ones lost to cancer. Through these tribute gifts, our donors touch the lives of 
other patients at the Hoag Family Cancer Institute.

In Memory of 
Marilyn W. Tucker
Joan W. Holstein

  

In Memory of  
Rosalind Williams John
Rick C. John

In Memory of 
Jill W. Hewicker
James D. Hewicker 

In Memory of 
Jane McCoy Peterson
Joan W. Holstein

Dana and William 
	 Anderson

Susan M. Andreson

Linda D. Barrow

Barbara and Brian 
	 Berkhausen

James P. Birdwell

Janice B. Boswell

Diane and Nicholas 
	 Brown

Mary V. Buckingham

Byrne Family 		
	 Foundation

Cinda Churm

Frances M. Ciulla

Jason Curran

Margaret E. Darnell

Lesly and John 
	 Davenport

Mindy and Dhiya 
	 El-Saden

Debbie P. Gilmour

Janice and Patrick 
	 Gormley

Sue and John Hagestad 

Charlene and Michael 
	 Immell

J.P. Morgan Asset 	
	 Management

Suzanne and David 	
	 Johnson

Devon and Gregg Kelly

Elizabeth and  
	 Raymond King

Jean E. Krieger

Don Lee

Janet Lengel

John and Nancy Lewis

Ann M. Liebig

Karen and Tom Linden

Darla Longo

Constance and Terence 
	 Lynch

Diana and Craig 
	 McCallister

Martha and Dean 
	 McCormick

Catherine and William 
	 Miller

John F. Monroe

Sherry L. Montgomery

Beverly and Robert 
	 Moosmann

Patricia D. O'Donnell

Janine Padia

Carol Penido

Barbara L. Perrier

Lucy and Richard 
	 Rawlins

Shari R. Rodriguez

Brooks H. Rooney

Melanie A. Rue

Sares Regis Group 	
	 of Northern 	
	 California

Sandy Sewell

Zoe and Donald Solsby

SullivanCurtisMonroe 

Lisa Sylvester

Janet L. Taggares

Shelley and Cameron 
	 Todd

James M. Walsh

Judi and Alan Wapner

Warren Webb

Ellen and Nelson 
	 Wheeler

Julie and Justin Wilson

John Wohrman

Barbara Koehler-Yeager 
	 and Kurt Yeager

Deborah and Cort 
	 Zimmerman 

In Memory of 
Kay and John Turner
Jan Turner Hering

J. Clark Booth

  

In Memory of 
Mary Rooney

In Memory of 
Jackie Kuhn
Susan K. Graham

  



Jill Ireland † – 1988

Betty Rollin – 1989

Nancy Reagan † – 1990

Peter Ueberroth – 1991

Dave Dravecky – 1992

Dr. Edward Rosenbaum † – 1993

Susan Nessim & Diana Golden † – 1994

Linda Ellerbee – 1995

Carol Krause – 1996

Harry Belafonte – 1997

Ted Kennedy, Jr. – 1998

Scott Hamilton – 1999

Barbara Barrie – 2000

Alan Hobson – 2001

Geraldine Ferraro † – 2002

Julia Sweeney – 2003

Hamilton Jordan † – 2004

Meredith Baxter Birney – 2005

Sam Donaldson – 2006

Lou Holtz – 2007

Tom Brokaw – 2008

Cokie Roberts † – 2009

Ethan Zohn – 2010

Kelly Corrigan – 2011

Alan Hobson – 2012

Corina Morariu – 2013

Jamie Lee Curtis – 2014

Father Gregory Boyle – 2015

Shannon Miller – 2016

Joan Lunden – 2017

Karen Mills  – 2018

Mack Dryden – 2019

Jake Olson – 2021

† Deceased

H
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Front row
Beth Knapp*, Sue Hagestad, Ginny Ueberroth* and Vicki Booth*

Back row
Frances Applegate, Jill Aschieris, Mary V. Buckingham*, Karen Linden*, Lacy Robertson and Sheryl Anderson*

Not pictured
Lin Auer, Katie Flamson, Heather Gaughan, Nikki Ham, Jan Turner Hering, Marianne Larkin, Kerry O’Neil*, Pamela Schmider,  
Tara Shapiro and Kelli Weeks

Names highlighted in bold indicate members of the original 1987 Circle 1000 Founders' Committee.

*Past Chairs    

CCircle 1000 Founders' Committee Hall of Fame Circle 1000 Speakers

TThank you to 
keynote speaker 
Jake Olson  
and Quebec!
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from the Hoag Hospital 
Foundation staff to the 
members of the Circle 1000 
Founders’ Committee for 
their vision and willingness 
to reimagine the 2021 Circle 
1000 Founders’ Celebration 
in a new, virtual format. 

DDeepest 
gratitude


